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What's it really like to charter
an 88ft crewed motoryacht?

World exclusive first look inside!

Turning a tired Fairline Corniche into a
stylish, modern cruiser for under £10k Fast, fun & cheap to run!



WINDY

Ten years after the SR52 Blackbird blew us away there is a new, smaller SR s
model ready to take on an ever-growing field of challengers. With a sunny

Solent as our p.l';rj'lqrmrrm' it was time to put the SR44 th nmgfl ity paces
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BELCW The
thren supremaly
comlorable halm
saats badh on to
e wathar

omewhere, tucked away in a haghly
secure location at Windy's Vistervik HO),
there must be a crystal ball, [ say this
because it was back i 2010 that Windy.
in comjunction with Ed Dubdos, created
the SR52 Blackbird, a spellbinding
custom-built 52fi chase boat witha
dleck-focussed arrangement and neat
T-top perched above the helm. Wind
the clock forward 1o the present day
ansd you can't move for this style of
hoat a3 established purveyors of these
T-top deck boats, such as Fjord. tussle with new blood from the
likes of Pardo, Solaris and even the high-volume builders in the
Hanse Group and leanneau. There's no two ways about it, the
traditbonal sportscrulser is being displaced by a new penre of fast
cruiser and with the shadow of the SR52 looming large, Windy
was well placed to strike and build a 44ft offering all of its owm.

Like its bigger sister, the Blackhawk is the result of a
desagn collaboration between the Dubois shudio and Windy's
longstanding hull design guru Hans Jergen Johisen, this time
with suspervacht designers Design Unlimited in the mix to
handbe the interior. A fine looking thing it is. oo, especially in
the surroundings of Lymington, where boats of this style aren't
quite as commeon as they are in the South of France, ltaly or the
Balearics. Even im an all-white colour scheme with muted grey
upholstery it stll has plenty of wow factor in the flesh, and in
the stifling heat of an unusually warm puly day its large sun pads
and expanse of relaxed seating
look almaost irresistible.

It's a higger boat than it looks,
P.lrl|'r down 10 il impr:uh!
freehoard and partly because of

the hefft of its mouldings, particularly around the superstructure
af the hard top, wet bar and ooachroof. Chase boat duties

were clearly & consideration during the boat’s conception,
confirmed by the chunky black rubbing strake that is draped
anound the boat’s perimeter. induding the optional hydraubic
bathing platform. There's also the teak treads in the bulwarks,
which cheverly disguise the flber caps for diesel and waner,

and can be supplemented by classy teak steps with built in

lights as an option that will make boarding from a quayside

ar the mothership safer and easier,

From the pontoon it's easiest to scoess the boat wia the bathing
platform where there's a clever “boot” arrangement wherehy
the aft sun pad lifis quickly at the touch of a bution to reveal
a shalbow lined storage area, perfect for stowing fenders and
watersports kit. In fact, it's even large enough to stow a modest
inflatable-bottomed dinghy if you want o keep the bathing
platform clear at all times, This is also how you scoess the
engineroom — the floor tray powers up on gas rams 10 provide
excellent access to what is a very tidy machinery space. The
drawhack to this arrangement heing that if you need quick
aciess o the engines at sea you'll need o empty all of the kit
il of the tender garage before you can get to them,

SEATING SHOWCASE
What's novel about the deck layout of the SR44 compared 1o
rivals from Fiord and Solaris s the option o have just a single
walkway 1o port, which allows the dinetie seating bo extend right
over the starboard side, Mot only does this give yow comfortable
dining space around the tabde for as
many as ten peaple but the corners
of the seating create a lovely spot o
recline into and watch the world i
by with a drink in hand. It's posible
1o have a walkway down the starboard
side if that's & preference but for me
this Wnli: central seatung area wa
simple but brilliamt bit of design that
sets the Windy apart. What's more,
with Windys usual diding backrest
arrangement on the aft sun pad, you
can drop the dinette table down at the
touch of & burson, kay in-fill cushions
on top and create an sheolutely
emnormaus aun pad that steetches from the transom o just aft
of the centrally mounted wethar. As an option. 3 sun shade pops
ot from within the T-top though, rather oddly, this can enly
be aperated from one of the MEDS a1 the belm, not via a bution
in the cockpit as you would expect.

With a simple galley on the lower deck comprising a sink.
fridge and some siorage, the wethar on deck will be uilised
heawily for food preparation. It's well positioned in the middle of
the deck and incorparates a stainless steel rail across its front end
though necessary items lke the fridge and Kenyon electric grill
are optional extras. You can also have a microwave oven, though
thee koo muakier will prohably be the more popalar option.

Moving forward, the benefits of the boat’s high frechoard are
abundamntly dear becanse despite the kack of guardrails on top
of the bubwarks their depth ensures it fecls perfectly safe o »

ROAT TEST
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This is a boat that appears to inhale

the sea ahead, firing it out the transom

in a great plume of white foam

head wp to the baw, Discreetly integrated hand rails run from
just forward of the transom up to the bow so there is always
something v grab on o ot sca, and they also provide an casy
spot in tic fenders anywhere along the boat rather than rehying
Ol ST &1 I.I -soncket Fender mounts like some rivals,

Deck-kevel |rving is clearly the name he game aboard the
SR44 but by inviting Design Unlimite hing in

the lower deck accommodation, Windy has ensured that whar

I|'.|,'.-| is of the |'|r|'ri|-| ok ama fiee |l.||':|||'. b'\vllu'ull. Ther Aare

light and dark themes (o choose from but the We

ot achls I||-|||'| isticated |x!§;|'

Windv's prract

d storage slots for the chopping board and

such as dedica
sink top — shines |I'|n_||_|'| Ihe open-plan double forward and
family an the

twins amid -.|'.||'~-. are better susted to a oouple or
only privacy comes courtesy of a collapsible partition, but the
small galley and an impressively lang
creature comiforts for konger stints on board, especially i there

bathroom provide enough

are just two of you The natural flaw with boats of this syvle
is that there B nowhere o sit downstains if the weather isn't

5.||n‘| |"|'|:~.|.gh T e N deck bt E i that r|'t|"| |.'|.'|er-. |I..'J1'. [ 73]

destinat s with » v setlled weather, s a calculiled desgn
decision that is worth taking
Let's talk aboul engine options. There are two [PS options

with 440hp or 480hp per side and two sterndrive, both using the
Valvo Penta [ block with esther #00hp or 440hp on the excellent
L |l.'!_' And for the first ime his range outhoards are also
an option with various twin and wriple arrangements available
imclodmg a par of Mercurys monstrous §00hp ¥ 25 capahde of

over 50 knots; vou wouldn't have 1o &k me twice for & run out
an that. The hoat we tested had the largest of the two sterndrive
engine chotces — it's hard o see why the twin $00s ane eve

the price list, to be honest = and the optional jovstick con

Windy's strong reputation for handling and seakecping
precedes it and the tome is set by the d
the SH44 the person at the helm sits squardy in the middle
of the boat with a beantsfully tactdc single-spoke stoering

oaiing out of the dash and the thootiles mownbed

wing position, On

Lssy glare-n in

1 MFDs dominating its upper sections and a neat

Fun of biati |||'.r||ll|'\rl |Illjl,lip, khv acores Pamcieodss that

don't want to |
ks 1o

ve to swipe throujh screen menus 1o
fit bl
le b0 stand ar the helm, bat for those of 6t the

if the seats if's

cormboert
o i the wl Il.l"nll.'l.'ll m |'."|| |'i:; i ||'||:|I eve ||"-|: S0 h;;'|'1
re nabaral to sit. As an option ( 1,185)

ol Can spec a
winidscreen that meets the T-top to provide full protection

BURYING THE THROTTLES

I'he seats are absalutely superb, and with a footress
well pasitioned at the botiom of the dash i's easy 10 get ha bathroom i 3 good

vriahle in owhat is o fababowsly |'|||'|I|'|I.?||'||1||'|F driv
With a twisl amd a
of the berth and endure the &

before our phodo

prositin, k ol the jovitick we

nod journey o the Sole
apher gived me an instruction that s

MSIc 10 my -Tlll‘- I'm going 10 count you down and then | wam
you bo bury the throttles and head for the Needles™ | obey the
onder and knock the throttles on o their stops, the &-covlinder
diesels responding with a mon of hiesitation before the forced
mduction armves and we s ATHE € Hortlessly onto the plane. The

needles tickle the rev limiter and we hit a top speed of 41.2
knots, the Vobve Trim Assist and Humphree .
toggether fanltlessly to maintain the opti
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Thee st woid on the stem
% laege enough 1o fow a
deflated tender

o inhale the sca ahead, firing ® out the transom in a great phamse
of white foam. The IPS versions will be smooth eperators but
there's a lovely poise and quickwittedness to the sterndrives that
meake the boat particulardy enjoyvable wo helm, and so refined [s
progress that a 30-knot cruising speed fecls positively lazy. It's
quiet a5 well. The sound readings in our data rable may sppear

a little |'LiF|'L ot thar's due to wind noise the El'tﬁlllfn themaclves
remmain relatively hushed.

WORTH THE PREMIUM

[al in some bock with that kovely steering wheel and the
Blackhawk responds with glee, tipping #s topsides twwards the
water and whipping around in a tidy arc. Having not tested the
IPS version | can't say for certain but, having experienced plenty
of IS boats of this siee, | would Imagine the pod drive Taoat
wouldn't react with such positovaty from the betm and could
fieel a bit more ponderous than its siemdrive cousin, The benefit
of IS is that joystick integration is just so
gooud amad, although the DPI legs are a big leap
forward when it comes to sterndrive joystick
control, [PS will be smoother al close quarters,

It feels meredibly surefnated at speed though,
even when doing silly things like crossing

WINDSCREEN
As am opton, ths can
mawt the Tiop far
full protecton

the wake of the chase boat at full chat when that large T-top
structure can kick i a bt of a ﬁ.lm-:if'_rmull_]i thie hull on the

chine, The hull feels unwaveringly salid, however, even if it wasn't

put through s stemsest test on a benign day in the Solent.
What separates the SR44 from the crop of other mlented
T-top sportscrusierst 115 price for one thing - the starting price
woover 10,000 more ﬂpc'm.iw than Solaris’s new Iﬁ-pmerrd
4 Open, buat, as with every Windy there has ever been, it's
abundantly clear that the premium is being put to good ese.
This is a serioasly classy operator that combines the desirable
main deck letsure spaces with the sort of dynamics that make »
an absohrely sensational fast weekender and manage to banish
any notion that the Blackhawk could be a case of form defeating
function. The tone was set a decade ago with the SE52 and

Windy, with or withowt the bencfit of a cryvstal ball, has produced

8 briliant successor,

CONTACT Berthon. +44 (0) 1590 67331 1 www windy.no

DASHBOARD
Clewr, clhanny andd
wany to wee, Windy's
el dgsigng are up
thars with the bag

WHEEL GOOD
In's a simple single-
ipoks design bl it

looks and feels great

FOWER PLANT
The tray of i teadar
garage lfts to create

B wilkoway down thie
starboard skde of the

SEATING TREADS
T b ekt Erpincd i e

bearding and hide the

ANCHOR
A falding anchar
mechanism ks an

ETNINE SOEEE cochpil is an option Fusd filler eaps [ pasaane) aplian
TOP SPEED CONSUMPTION RANGE NOISE PRICE
41.2 KNOTS 66 LPH 218 MILES BODB(A) €B839,335
with bt enagine 4 20 knots at 20 knots : at 20 knots 23 tested ax VAT

SPECIFICATION PERFORMANCE

LiOwA, Ak Qi [ 14.03em)
Beam 12# 10in {3.%4m)
Dvaught 3 &in(1.10m)
Displacement % 5 tonnes
Fuel eapacity 900 loras
Wiater capacity 200 lires
RCD B for 12 people
Desgner Dubax, Windy & Hans Jargen Johnsen

COSTS & OPTIONS
Price froem €650, 000 ax VAT
Joystick €10,000
Adr-conditioning (20,000 BTUIE11 260

sun shade €15, 750
Oman TKW generator 18,500
Hydraulic bathing platform | 300kg| £26, 300
Cowar pachage {4,300
Wethar fridge €£1,995
Search light €3 800
Teak cockpit £5,200
Wnabervwater lights 4 500

Tast engines Voho Parts D6 £40. 340hp @ 3,800mm. 5.5 lire, b-cylinder diesab

P 1,400 1,600 2200 24600 m‘ 3,400
Knots 25 126 184 227 I8 w3
Litres peer haowur 128 420 &00 142
Litrers per mile 135 3113 13 381
Range (MK £3 & 223 | : a9
Noise dB(A) " i ] # B4

Caleulated Tagures bused am seal-time mmadings, powen may vy considecsbily
Figures. allow for 20% reserve. Al prioes ex VAT, 37% fued, 75% water

d erewe & Eatety slored. 27" air empeiabuns, F1 and calm for ses el



