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Left: King Benji's namesake.

Top right: not shown on deck is

the 1zm Nor-Tech tender. When

the toys are offloaded, custom
Sfurniture by Design Unlimited

will complete the deck, turning ir

intera comfortable outdoor lounge
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decided to build .I[‘:ilﬂg

“ Benji because 1 felt like
two things were missing

in boats under 500GT,”

says Josh Golder, her

owner., One was a real

connection with the marine

environment, “so from any

spot on this yacht, you can feel like

vou're outside”, he says. "The second was the

true ability for crazy adventures, to have a 4oft

T1z2-metre| tender, four 3oo-horsepower jet skis

and every imaginable inflatable toy on there.

The goal was to make something that was

focused on doing instead of sitting. | go crazy
sitting around.”

On that note, he says of his Nor-Tech 400

supersport centre console: "l love Nor-Tech;

it's my sixth one. | love how it handles in any

weather; it's fun to drive; it will do 70 to 8omph
115 to 13ckm/h|; the stereos are amazing and, in
the Caribbean at least, you can land it on a beach.”

The Nor-Tech was missing from the vast open
deck when I got on board at Dunya Yachts a few
months ago — it has since been delivered, ready
for action, What was also missing from the
freshly painted 47-metre hull was the logo at the
stern, 4 likeness of King Benji, Golder’s beloved
dog. Another passion of his is boats. *We're up
to 14 at the moment,” says Steve Lopez, who's
lent his captain’s knowledge off and on during
the project originally conceived as KB6.

Golder, who has just become a father, is adriven
and energetic forty-something independent
thinker, qualities all reflected in King Benji. He
looked on the brokerage market for his biggest
boat yet but did not find one that ticked enough

boxes, Lopez says. One came very close, but it




wasn't for sale - the McMullen & Wing Big Fish,
designed by Gregory C Marshall Naval Architect.
When it proved impossible to purchase or

duplicate {its builder, McMullen & Wing, is oul ol

the yacht-building business), they got in touch
with the Victoria-based Canadian naval architect
responsible for its design.

It was a couple ol weeks belore Lthe Fort
Lauderdale International Boat Show when they
met, and it sounds as if sparks ol inspiration flew.
They chatted while looking at various GAs in the
35- to 5o-metre range, which revealed Golder’s 10
must-haves. Alter listening intently, Marshall
Nlipped overa GA and skeiched out aprolile inink
pen. “Something like that!” he asked. "Exactly
that!” Lopez recalls Golder exclaiming,

“It was a five-minute doodle on the day we met
him. And it's crazy 1o see how similar il is.” says
Marshall, looking back on that first meeling.
“Every once in a while, you end up with the kind
of project that [answers the question]| what you
would do if you had free rein for the next project.
Ad that lime, it was the perlect project, less focused
on the interior and more on what you would do
with the boat and what fun things you could carry
on board,” says Marshall, who is an active boater
himself. Golder’s next question for the naval
architect was, “50 what's next{”

Marshall and his team, in constant contact with
Golder, worked on the design through the summer
of 2019, and construction began at Dunya Yachts,
just as the Covid-1g pandemic hit. When [ stopped
by the yard in late May 2023, the boat was very
advanced, but a layout change that made two
cabins out of the gym on the lower deck had
added a few more weeks to the build.

The gym was part of Golder's original plan, but
with the new addition to his family and a shiftin
priorities, he decided to make the yacht available
for charter - better for everyone, including the
crew. Four guest cabins were superior to the
initial three in that respect, and the vast open
deck, a stylish living area with custom furniture
when the toys are in the water, also can serve as a
platform for exercise. Although significant, the
changes were primarily cosmetic, as plumbing,
lighting and air con had already been worked out
for two cabins, an indication of the level of detail
that went into the planning phase.

Through all this, the design team and the
builder aligned perfectly. “1 am a planner,” says
Sedat Ergun, Dunya Yachts’ CEQ, who worked
on big civil engineering projects in the US before
creating the family-owned shipyard. He wentinto

it because of his passion for the sea and fell in
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Opposite page, top and bottom:
the owner's full-beam lounge can
open for cross ventilation through
large windows and deors; the
main saloon (helow) alse opens

fully to the outdoors, as does the

owner’s cabin (right). These big
Openings were :'n;i:.:ﬁg the boat's
maost complex fearures. Above: the
aowner's deck forwand includes a
hat tub/cold plunge poal




Textures and colours dominate the playful interior with furniture by B&B Tralia, Minorer, olly unt,
Ketial and Dedon among others, and custom-made pieces by Ulwias, a yachi interior outfitier in Istanbul
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Above: the owner's dech blends reclaimed timber and leather tiles, all designed to age gracefully with use.
Below: the bridge deck boasts another inviting bar, which includes a F‘ruTIr in trpj'lmn'qh crrill

\

The design has created various ambiances with
a commen threaid aof fun and relaxanion. The
main saloon (top) wich its rustic oak table and
the breakfast bar (above] feature a real bamboo
headliner, hand-knotied by Ulutas artisans
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love with this tough business. The first superyacht
the yard built was a 73-metre, the much-lauded
Axioma, and one of the late Alberto Pinto’s last

vacht interior projects. “If you don’t have a proper

budget, then you cannot build that level of

quality,” Ergun says. This projectappealed to him
because of its design and the people involved.

A long time ago, | was on board Big Fish,” he
says. He remembers thinking, “This is my type
of boat - big windows, very functional, not too
fancy, it's very functional. | think | would build it
like this.” After several big refits, including
confidential projects ot high quality, King Benji
was an appealing new project. The biggest
challenge with it, from Ergun’s perspective, was
the gross tonnage requirement - below 500GT.
“Everything is so much tighter,” he points out.

That sub-500GT condition was a must.
“I wanted complete flexibility for myself and
anyone that's chartering the boat,” Golder says. It
meant no requirements for pilots, for instance,
allowing for spur-of-the-moment decisions to cast
off any time of day or night. "I felt that this was a

flexible size for people to just get out and have a

crazy adventure without having the headaches of

alarger boat.” But this restriction was not to limit
options for guests on board. *We incorporated a
lot of things that are found on much larger boats,
such as the goll tender, the hot tub and the cold
plunge, the massive back deck, and then really
making sure that every single area of the boat was
fully finished - you can even have a meal in the
bridge. It has the same quality finishings as the
main saloon does,” Golder says.

To make sure Lthey were honouring all the
owner's requests and that he was comfortable with
the layout of every space, Marshall's team built
what he calls *a gmiant three-dimensional sketch
pad” in a rented "i.-‘L’dI'E.':"Il'JUﬁE:_. a scale model, which
they had done with the So-metre Artefact
previously. “We made a lot of little improvements
and changes on the boat in that round,” Marshall
says. That was the entire point of this exercise,
After making notes, marks and cuts, they asked
the owner to come back a few days later to try out
the newly moditied spaces.

“We went up there and wore 31D goggles and
wilked through every room to make sure that the
boat had the relationship with the ocean that we
wanted,” Golder says. Once they agreed on all
design aspects, bids went to shipyards in the US,
Northern Europe and Turkey. The decision came
down to who could do itina desired time frame at
the best value and quality, Lopez says. Dunya
Yachts ticked all the boxes. What mattered most
to the owner was the builder’s ability to give them
personal attention and produce a quality boat
compliantwith ABS rules. "It was really important
that it was, you know, an objective standard,”

Golder says.




Golder lelt it up to his team to make
recommendations and, allthough he did visit the
shipyard before signing the contract, he did not
get involved beyond the development and design
phase. He never felt a need to visitthe construction

site, in Pendik, on the western side of Istanbul.
As of this writing, he has not done what I have,
which is to say, walked through the actual yacht
and he is eagerly looking forward to doing so.

When | saw the yacht, she was docked stern-to
in a discreel spol al the shipyard. For iis size and
Lthe amount of open space - the alt deck is truly
impressive with its massive crane, which lifts up
to 10 tonnes - the boat lives large. Stabilised with
a Naiad fin system, King Benji has a crow’s nest
accessed via a comfortable ladder with solid
handrails from the bridge deck. Below that is an
owner's deck with a panoramic cabin and private
deck, then comes the main deck, split nearly
evenly between exterior and interior spaces, with
captain’s quarters and a cabin for the chef and
stew on the forward end. The galley is remarkable
with a big window, a huge pantry and an
interactive workspace that can be left open to face
a breakfast nook with views, On King Benji, puests
and crew will be able to interact; it's a part of the
experience and the fun. Finally, on the lower deck
are the guest cabins, crew cabins and the spacious
engine room. Onereason it feels clean and airy is
that thin s like water pumps, shore power and air
con are in a separate technical space.

What [ cannot truly appreciate during my visit
are the windows, many of them masked. Those
big windows and wide-opening doors that nearly
disappear into the superstructure - 12 of them -
were, from Marshall's point of view, the toughest
challenge. It was so important to maintain this
connection with the outdoors that at some
point during the concept phase, he and Golder
even discussed the need for walls. “To get
windows that big through class down in a hullin

that part of the boat is quite a feat,” Marshall says.
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“The whole upper
saloon sides and ali
bulkheads open
almost entirely, and
when you look at
those doors, yvou

know they are

all serious ocean- Top left and opposite

going doors.” page, top: the guest cabins
feanure headhoards made

Something 1 can of reclaimed timber and

wallpaper by Adam Lllis
and Prerre Frey. Bottom
left: the owner’s cabin
ENJOYS PANOTAIMIC VIEWS,
Below: from the bridge
deck aft, guests can climb
aladder to aceess the
Crow's nest

appreciale on my
visit though, is the
interior decor by
Design Unlimited,

which is colourtul

and fun - graphic
wallpapers [rom Adam Ellis Studio and Pierre
Frey, natural bamboo ceilings and wooden floors
define the themed spaces (sea-inspired, tropical
and a bit moodier on the upper deck).

The British design studio might have missed
the chance to create this fun interior had they
not replied to a one-line inquiry to their general
info inbox. Luckily they did, and a detailed
briet followed. Golder had zeroed in on Design
Unlimited, which works extensively with
Sunseeker, because of one of the studio’s custom
projects, the Baltic 175 sailing yacht Pink Gin,
delivered in 2017, Serendipity was at play, as
they were working on Pink Shadow (a successor
to Pink (Gin), then under construction ar the
Damen shipyard in Turkey.

Very quickly the team at Design Unlimited
learned a few things about their client: he has
an aversion to white, which reminds him of
hospitals, eschews the trend for subdued greyish
and neutral interiors and makes quick decisions.
“I told them every wall has to be so crazy that if 2 g

someone were to come on this boat, they would
want to take a photo in every single room,” Golder

says. “We wanted something that is first class, T e i [/ e
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super detailed but also casual and fun.”

.
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The initial inspiration for mood boards came
from Chica, a restaurant in Miami, and two
hotels, Hotel TwentySeven in Amsterdam and
the 1 Hotel in Miami Beach. The design team
wenl all out. The initial concepts were on the
wild side, says Mark Tucker, the studio’s [ounder.
“The design went right up there and then just
sort of quietly settled down to what is now a
really nice boat.” All is very tactile and organic
in feel, with oak and leather meant 1o age and get
more interesling as time goes by, and natural
hemp on the face of cabinets. “Everything is
there to age nicely,” Tucker says.

Overall, Lopez, who spent weeks at the
shipyard belore the delivery, says he appreciated
a collaborative spirit with evervone pushing to
oct the yacht as close to perfect as possible.

The big debut for King Benji is the MYBA
Charter Show in Genoa, Italy, in April and then

There won't be a dull
moment on King Benji,

thanks to a full toy box
that includes inflatables,

foils, scuba and snorkelling
gﬂ?ﬂrﬂﬂd an assortiment L 3 =5
of towables for the high-

1 i : speed renders
she will head 1o Croatia. Discreet Dunya, ST TERAETS

meanwhile, has other in-build yachts, including
a catamaran support vesscl also by Gregory C
Marshall and an 87-metre with Hz Yacht Diesign.
King Benji may be smaller than they are, but she
will be a good ambassador for the shipyard as
she joins the charter market with big plans.
There are few guarantees in life, but one thing is
for sure: King Benji won't be sitting idle. m
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TARING THE PLUNGE

Fitness buffs will appreciate this important
detail Golder incorporated - a plunge pool
that could be enjoyed in the Norwegian flords
or in Croatia in summer [pictured below left).
"l wanted a divider that you could put in
between, 50 you could do half cold plunge,
half warm,” he says. He also told the design
team he did not want white fibreglass
anywhere on the boat. "5So they kind of went
silent for a little bit and then they came back
and they're like, OK, we figured it out.” The
resulting custom tub by Headhunter with a
drop slide panel can do any temperature
variation (hoet/hot, cold/cold and hot/cold)
and is neatly finished with tiles. "What we
ended up having to do is a removable divider
that seals off [each sidel. One side of the
pool can be brought to 6°C while the other
side of the poolis 30°C. In essence, there are
two separate pool systems, and each one is
capable of handling both waters,” says Matt
Dilay, a member of the technical team at

Marshall's office in Victoria.
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Bridge deck

Owner's deck

The owner has

an autdoor
tarrace within The galley has
gasy reach amazing views

put past tha
breakfast bar
opposite

Main deck

The captain's
cabin is on the
main deck

Dunva Y achts

Lower deck

A ladder
accesses the
sofa-fringed
Crow's nest

above

10m
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The crane can

lift up to 10
tonnes

LOA 46.7m

LWL 41.1m

Beam B.3m

Draught (half load) 2.956m

Gross tonnage
<500GT
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Engines 2 x 1,200hp
Caterpillar C3d2 ACERT

Generators

3 x 88kW Morthern Lights
Spaed (max/cruisa)
1412 knots

Range at 10 knots
4. 000nm
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Fuael capacity
69,974 litres

Freshwater capacity
12,388 litres

Tendars
Mor-Tech 400 CC;
Goldfish 46 Bullat
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This guest cahin
has a sliding
twin berth to
form a king

A
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Owners/guasts 10
Crew 5

Canstruction
Steel hull; aluminium
superstructure

Classification
ABS & Al Commercial
Yachting Servica, E [®#)AMS

Mawval architectura
and exterior design
Gregory C Marshall
Maval Architect

Intarior design
Design Unlimited
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this storage
space the
sports room

Builder/ysar
Cunys Yachis/ /2024
Istanbul, Turkey

+ 00 216 453 18 66
infolmdunyayachts.com
dunyayachts.com

For charter [YC.com
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